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Welcome to THE Road Ahead—Spring 2021

Celebrating Quality Achievement

Welcome to the CAPA Spring 2021 issue of our news-
magazine The ROAD AHEAD. A key focus of this issue is to
showcase the quality achievements of the asphalt industry
and highlight the winners of the CAPA “Best in Colorado”
Asphalt Awards, the CDOT Quality in Asphalt Production
Awards, and the CDOT Smoothest Asphalt Pavement
Awards. 2020 was once again a stellar year for quality
achievement in our industry as evidenced by a near record
58 nominations for statewide award. New this year is our
recognition of those projects in the 300 Club. This new 300
Club commendation recognizes those projects that score
over the 300 mark. A very high achievement and similar
to hitting over .300 in baseball or rushing for over 1,000
yards in football.

We had a great team of judges who traveled the state, visited
every project and rated the quality of work. We thank each of
them and they are listed on page 22. Although we did not
have a celebration dinner and program to recognize the win-
ners due to the Covid-19 health restrictions, CAPA developed
a video for each of the winners and posted them on our
website (https://www.co-asphalt.com/-best-in-colorado-
awards-program). The “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Awards
Program is a partnership with the Colorado DOT. CDOT Chief
Engineer Steve Harelson provided a video recording of his
comments to the winners and stated, “We have learned that
quality achievement and award-winning projects is the result
of a partnership between the contractor, CDOT and the
consultant representatives. So these awards recognize
each of you who are part of the quality achievement
team. Congratulations to all the winners and keep
up the great work.”

As the 2021 construction season gets underway, I encourage
each of our member companies and our owner/agency
partners to build on the successes of the past and make this
year even better than 2020. One of the most rewarding
activities of CAPA is celebrating quality achievement through
our awards program and it is a key goal in our mission to
advance the use and quality of asphalt pavement in Colorado.

I look forward to an in person celebration of the winners in
2021 hope to see you on the stage as a winner of a 2021
“Best in Colorado” Asphalt Award! Have a great construction
season and let me know how CAPA can be of assistance
in making your next project an award winner!

Thomas Peterson, P.E.
Executive Director
Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association
tompeterson@co-asphalt.com

TRA- Cover Image: E-470 Public Highway Authority paving by Martin Marietta, Summer 2020
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Kleinfelder Inc., Golden, 303-237-6601
Kraemer NA, Castle Rock, 303-688-7500
Kumar & Associates Inc., Denver, 303-742-9700
LHoist North America, Henderson, NV, 702-818-1575
Lightfield Enterprises, Fort Collins, 970-416-6230
Macdonald Equipment Company, Commerce City, 303-287-7401
Martinez Associates LLC, Denver, 303-459-2216
Maxam Equipment Inc., Kansas City, MO, 816-241-7380
Metro Pavers Inc., Henderson, 303-427-1039
MHC Kenworth, Denver, 720-941-0833
Mile High Paving, Co., Arvada, 720-441-5519
Minds Corp., Las Vegas, NV, 702-930-2984 - NEW
Mountain Regional Equipment Solutions, Littleton, 801-886-3078
New West Paving, Denver, 303-427-0550
Ninyo & Moore, Greenwood Village, 303-629-6000
Northwest Colorado Consultants, Steamboat Springs, 970-879-7888
Pete Lien and Sons, Rapid City, SD, 605-342-7224
Pickering, Cole and Hivner, Westminster, 303-996-2999
Power Equipment Company, Colorado Springs, 888-690-8292
Power Motive Corporation, Denver, 303-355-5900
Propane Transport International, Houston, TX, 281-552-4024
Protex, The PT Xperts, Aurora, 303-834-0671
Purple Wave Auction, Manhattan, KS, 866-608-9283
Pyramid Paving, Colorado Springs, 719-576-7600
Recycled Aggregate Products Inc., Colorado Springs, 719-575-0785
R.J. Pagan & Associates Inc., Castle Rock, 303-663-5800
Roadtec Inc., Grand Junction, 970-270-5026
Robinson Grading & Profiling, Gillette, WY, 307-682-2422
RockSol Consulting Group, Inc., Westminster, 303-962-9300
Rocky Mountain Chipseal LLC, Fairplay, 719-836-7060
Rose Paving LLC, Commerce City, CO, 303-745-4100
Seal Coat Solutions – Colorado Springs, (719) 634-1001
Shannon and Wilson, Inc, Denver, 303-825-3800
Soilogic Inc., Longmont, 970-535-6144
Son-Haul Inc., Fort Morgan, 970-867-4401
Sunland Asphalt, Littleton, 303-791-8300
Terex Roadbuilding, Oklahoma City, OK, 405-787-6020
Terracon, Wheat Ridge, 303-423-3300
Trautner Geotech LLC, Durango, 970-259-5095
Trax Construction, Colorado Springs, 719-638-8729
Valley Equipment, Denver, 303-293-3377 - NEW
Vance Bros., Denver, 303-341-2604
Vine Laboratories, Denver, 303-662-1166
Vivid Engineering Group, Colorado Springs, 719-896-4356
Wagner Equipment Company, Aurora, 303-739-3000
Western Milling, LLC, Grand Junction, 970-242-3964
Western Technologies Inc., Farmington, NM, 505-327-4966
WesTest, Denver, 303-975-9959
Wood Environment and Infrastructure Solutions, Denver, 303-935-6505
Yeh and Associates Inc., Denver, 303-781-9590

March 2021

CAPA Member List
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ASSOCIATES
360 Paving, LLC, Eagle, 970-328-4900
All Colorado Semi Trailers, Denver, 303-494-647
A.G. Wassenaar Inc., Denver, 303-756-2920
A-Core Concrete Specialists of Colorado, Denver, 720-899-4899
A-One Chipseal Company, Westminster, 303-464-9267
A-Peak Asphalt Inc., Vail, 970-476-8855
Acord Asphalt, Inc., Granby, 970-887-0363
Albert Frei & Sons, Henderson, 303-289-1837
Alliance Testing, Sterling, 720-388-9511
Alpha Milling Co. Inc., Denver, 303-428-2899
Andale Construction Inc., Wichita, KS, 505-716-6851
Antigo Construction Inc., Antigo, WI, 715-627-2222
APEX Pavement Solutions, Golden, 303-273-1417
Arkema - Road Science LLC, Berthoud, 970-389-2639
ARS Companies, Littleton, 303-791-7404
Asphalt Doctors Inc., Denver, 303-956-8201
Asphalt Testing Services (ATS), Denver, 303-923-5493 - NEW
Astec Inc., Chattanooga, TN, 423-867-4210
Atkins, Denver, 303-221-7275
Avery Asphalt Inc., Colorado Springs, 719-471-0110
Barbarick LLC, Colorado Springs, 719-495-9013
Best Engineering Solutions, Silverthorne, 970-409-9670
Bobcat of the Rockies, Golden, 303-216-1402
BOMAG Americas Inc., Kewanee, IL, 800-782-6624
Caterpillar Inc., Brooklyn Park, MN, 303-336-3693
Cesare Inc., Centennial, 303-220-0300
CEI Enterprises Inc., Albuquerque, NM, 800-545-4034
Coatings Inc., Arvada, 303-434-4303
COBITCO Inc., Denver, 303-296-8575
Columbine Hills Concrete Inc., Silverthorne, 970-468-7813
Colorado Barricade, Denver, 303-922-7815
Colorado Machinery LLC, Colorado Springs, 719-475-1100
Colorado Milling, Westminster, 303-358-4343
Coughlin Company, St. George, UT, 435-634-1266
Crafco Inc., Chandler, AZ, 800-227-4059
CTL/Thompson Inc., Denver, 303-825-0777
Cutler Repaving Inc., Lawrence, KS, 785-843-1524
Dillman Equipment, Norman, OK, 888-818-4807
Dustrol Inc., Albuquerque, NM, 505-891-8342
Earth Engineering Consultants Inc., Windsor, 970-224-1522
Elite Surface Infrastructure, Denver, 303-287-0777
Entech Engineering Inc., Colorado Springs, 719-531-5599
EZ Street Company, The, Miami, FL, 800-734-1476
Faris Machinery Company, Commerce City, 303-289-5743
Foothills Paving and Maintenance Inc., Golden, 303-462-5600
Gencor Industries Inc., Conifer, 303-670-5456
Geocal Inc., Centennial, 303-337-0338
GMCO Corp., Rifle, 970-625-9100
Goltz Asphalt Co., Loveland, 970-663-2343
Ground Engineering Consultants, Commerce City, 303-289-1989
Hamon Infrastructure – Denver, 303- 297-0340
Honnen Equipment Company, Commerce City, 303-287-7506
Intertek - PSI, Westminster, 303-424-5578
Jacobs Engineering Group, Denver, 303-820-5240

270 Members and Growing!

JOIN US TODAY! JOIN OUR GROWING LIST OF MEMBERS. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
TOM CLAYTON at 303-741-6150 ext.151, or tomclayton@co-asphalt.com
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For High Quality Asphalt Paving and Professional Services - Call a CAPA Member today!

AFFILIATES
Alliance GeoSynthetics, Lake Oswego, OR, 949-610-6098
Armstrong Consultants, Grand Junction, 970-242-0101
Award & Sign, Englewood, 303-799-8979
BG Chemical LP, Dallas, TX, 800-725-8470
Centaurs, Houston, TX 719-433-0614
Civil Technology, Inc., Denver, 303-292-0348
Cloud Colorado, Parker, 303-708-9725 - NEW
Colorado Public Works Journal, Denver, 720-205-4681
Denver Industrial Sales & Service, Denver, 303-935-2485
ECME, Mancos, 970-759-5320 - NEW
Ellis Profiling, Mapleton, UT, 801-380-7832
Enviro Gas – Brighton, 303- 637-7873
Final Grade Professional Utility Adjusters,
Grand Junction, 970-255-0704
GRC Consulting, Inc, Frederick, 303-288-4703 - NEW
Go West, IT, Centennial, 303-795-2200
Holmes, Murphy & Associates, Denver, 303-283-9966
Huitt-Zollars, Inc., Denver, 303-740-7325
Ingevity, North Charleston, NC, 800-845-1983
InstroTek Inc., Raleigh, NC, 919-875-8371
The Kercher Group, Inc, Newark, DE 302-894-1098 - NEW
Kimley Horn, LLC, Denver, CO, 303-228-2300
Libra Systems, Denver, 303-740-7325
Loveland Barricade, Loveland, 970-663-5311
Mark Ryan Inc., Conifer, 303-674-4754
Momentum Energy Services, Denver, 303-623-5756
Moody Insurance Agency Inc., Denver, 303-824-6600
OSCS Inc., Fort Worth, TX, 817-834-5411
PEXCO, Tacoma, WA, 253-284-8000 - NEW
Precise Striping LLC, Commerce City, 303-462-2800
PRI Asphalt Technologies, Tampa, FL 813-621-5777
Professional Weed Control Services, Longmont, 303-772-4372 - NEW
QPC, Wheatridge, 970-361-1525
Redhawk Consulting, LLC, Golden, 303-656-0041 - NEW
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers, Longmont, 303-881-1399
Rocky Mountain Profilograph Inc., Pueblo, 719-250-5556
Sapphire Gas Solutions, LLC, Dallas, TX, 214-500-6876
Schrader Propane, Fort Collins, CO, 970-484-1212
SGM Inc., Glenwood Springs, 970-945-1004
Seal Master Denver, Denver, 303-394-2220
Stanley Consultants, Englewood, 720-733-1821
Statewide Safety Systems, Denver, 720-343-2335 - NEW
Strategic Financial Partners, Colorado Springs, 719-388-0237
Tensar International Corp., Broomfield, 303-429-9511
Town of Nederland, Nederland, 303-258-3266 - NEW
Triax Engineering, LLC, Denver, 720-230-1931
TST Inc. of Denver, Lone Tree, 303-792-0557
Wells Fargo Equipment Finance, Colorado Springs, 719-591-7239
Western Infrastructure Inc., Centennial, 970-261-5004
Work Zone Traffic Control, Inc, Pueblo, 719-296-0222
WSP - Colorado Springs, 719-452-4293

AFFILIATE AGENCY MEMBERS
CAPA has an Affiliate-Agency Member List that includes 79 city, county,
town and other government agencies (including the E-470 Public High-
way Authority and the Northwest Parkway Public Highway Authority) that
have joined to benefit from training and education, technical assistance,
and specification development.

Founded 1906

ASPHALT PRODUCER & SUPPLIER MEMBERS
JOIN US TODAY! For more information contact Tom Clayton

(tomclayton@co-asphalt.com) 303-741-6150 X 151
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INDUSTRY NEWS

CAPA has published the 2021 Local Agency Summary Pavement
Condition Report and it is available to download from the CAPA
website. Across the state there are 88,000 lane miles of asphalt and
local agencies are responsible for funding and maintaining 74% of
that network (over 65,000 lane miles). Ninety-four agencies have
provided street funding and condition data in the 2021 edition.
Agency feedback has been very responsive “Thanks for taking the
time to compile all of this information, it is very useful”…“Thanks for
sharing other agencies responses so we can see where we are”
…“Thank you for continuing to put this together, it is a great tool
to share with our Elected Officials”.

Initial budgeting estimates during the early days of COVID forecasted
2021 budgets to be impacted upwards of 30% - 50%. However, the
2021 data as reported indicates that streets budgets are still show-
ing positive but slower growth, a much better outlook than originally
anticipated. Of the agencies that reported both 2020 and 2021 data,
47% reported the same or an increase in their streets budget
(+$27.5M) and 53% reported a decrease (-$13.5M). Budget data
also indicates that Capital Improvement Project spending is up 5%,
Mill & Overlay programs have increased +6%. Agencies are reporting
that over $320M has been budgeted for 2020 Annual Street
Improvement Programs with an additional $358M in Capital

2021 Local Agency Pavement Condition
and Funding Summary Data Available

Projects…that’s a total of over $678M
being spent by Local Agencies this year
on streets and infrastructure across
Colorado.

For more information contact CAPA’s
Director of Pavement Engineering Mike
Skinner at mikeskiner@co-asphalt.com.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

The LabCAT Certification program made the once in three year
visit to Durango March 8 to 11. With the assistance of Region
5 personnel including Tim Webb, Pat Murphy, Lisa Wisner,
and Heather Morgan, as well as all of the volunteer proctors
including Jessica Ebel there were about fifty persons from
CDOT, Contractors and consultants certified in LabCAT
Levels, A, B, C E and APM Inspector.

The LabCAT certification program will be in Grand Junction
in the spring of 2022.

LabCAT Goes on The Road to Durango

CDOT Region 1 has partnered with CAPA and metro Denver
area asphalt producers to develop a pilot program to have all
maintenance paving completed by contractors in 2021. The
contract APR 101-2021 bids on March 24, 2021 and has
been referred to as Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity
(IDIQ) approach and titled Region 1 On Call Asphalt Paving
Services.

The pilot program allows CDOT to bundle multiple mainte-
nance paving locations into a single contract and bid the
paving out. CDOT Region 1 Materials have developed mate-
rial quality requirements and these are included in the contract
provisions. According to RB Simmons, CDOT Construction
Contracts Manager, the master task order is capped at $1M
with individual task orders in increments of the total amount.

“We strongly support Region 1 and the pilot program,” stated
Tom Peterson, CAPA Executive Director. “The challenges of
metro paving continue to grow and our industry in the Denver
area has ample capacity to meet the paving needs of CDOT
Maintenance.” “The IDIQ approach allows a rapid response to

CDOT Implements Contract for
Maintenance Paving in Metro Denver

maintenance type paving and a contract structure that works
for both CDOT and the low bid contractor,” Peterson added.

For more information on the Region 1 On Call Asphalt
Paving Services Contract, contact RB Simmons, CDOT
Construction Contracts Manager, rb.simmons@state.co.us,
(303) 757-9416.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

The National Center for Asphalt Technology
(NCAT) Pavement Test Track is a world-
renowned accelerated pavement testing
facility that combines full-scale pavement
construction with live, heavy truck trafficking
for rapid testing and analysis of asphalt
pavements. Located on a 309-acre site, the
Test Track is a 1.7 -mile oval comprised of
46 200-foot test sections sponsored on
three-year research cycles. Since its original
construction in 2000, findings from this
unique facility have helped improve specifi-
cations for aggregate, binder and mix design
as well as more cost-effective asphalt pave-
ment design methods. The research will
continue to pay dividends for years to come.

NCAT has recently released a summary re-
port of key findings thru the end of the sixth
research cycle. The focus of their practical

NCAT Releases Report Of Key Findings From Test Track Research
research is on application of findings that
lead to specification improvements agencies
can put into contracts, including:

• MIX DESIGN
• AGGREGATE PROPERTIES
• BINDER CHARACTERISTICS
• STRUCTURAL DESIGN
• TACK COAT
• FIELD/LAB RELATIONSHIPS
• INTERLAYERS
• FOUNDATION SUPPORT
• TIRE-PAVEMENT INTERACTION

If you would like a copy of the summary
report, contact Mike Skinner, CAPA’s
Director of Engineering at:
mikeskinner@co-asphalt.com

RESEARCH FINDING:
DESIGN GYRATIONS
The Test Track, along with data from NCHRP proj-
ect 9-29, showed that the gyratory compaction
effort specified in AASHTO standards was too high.
The lab compaction effort was not representative of
what actually occurs in pavements since high Nde-
sign numbers tend to grind aggregate particles and
break them down much more than what occurs
during construction or under traffic. Mix designers
were typically using coarse-graded mixes to meet
the volumetric mix design criteria, but those mixes
are more challenging to compact in the field and
tend to be more permeable, making pavements
less durable. Numerous mixes on the Test Track
designed with 50 to 70 gyrations in the Superpave
gyratory compactor held up to the heavy loading
with great performance. As a result, many states
have significantly reduced their Ndesign levels.

RESEARCH FINDING:
ELIMINATION OF THE RESTRICTED ZONE
Part of the original Superpave mix design
procedure included a restricted zone within the gra-
dation band for each nominal aggregate size. In the
first cycle of the Test Track, sections with a variety
of aggregate size. In the first cycle of the Test Track,
sections with a variety of aggregate types proved
that mixtures with gradations through the restricted
zone were not necessarily susceptible to rutting.
The restricted zone was subsequently removed.
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CATEGORY
Residential
Subdivision

Winner: Martin Marietta
Agency: City of Greeley

This is the third year in a row that Martin
Marietta and the City of Greeley have won
this same award together.

This $6.3M project is part of the Keep
Greeley Moving Tax that the citizens voted
for in 2015 to improve Greeley’s road infra-
structure. The scope of work included
milling, placing geofabric and a leveling
coarse and a final wearing course.

The project was successful with additional
contributions provided by:
- Crasco providing utility adjustments
- Alpha Milling providing milling
- Terracon Consultants providing testing
- RoadSafe completing pavementmarkings

The judges scored near perfect for both
longitudinal and transverse joints, noting
“The attention to detail was obvious.
Project utility adjustments are fabulous,
and the joints are almost non-existent.
Zero segregation!”

Sunrise Neighborhood

The “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards
for 2020 were announced on Thursday February
25, 2021. Unfortunately, the event was a virtual
event. The awards for the various award categories
including the CDOT Plant Production and Smooth-
ness awards may be viewed from the CAPA web-
site or the CAPA YouTube page.

Congratulations to all of the winners and those who
reached the 300 club this year. A job well done!

Spring 2021 | 11

CAPA would like to recognize our “Best in
Colorado” sponsors that help make this award
program successful.

Wagner Equipment, our award Program
Sponsor.

Our Event sponsors including:
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Airport

Winner: APC Southern Construction and Lake
County

The Leadville/Lake County airport has the
distinction of being North America's highest
elevation general aviation airport. Aircraft perform-
ance deteriorates rapidly with altitude, so many
organizations use the Leadville Airport as a base
for high-altitude performance testing.

This $4.7M project consisted of a full rehabilita-
tion of Runway 16-34 and taxiways with 2.5” of
P-209 and 2.5” of P-401 FAA approved asphalt
mixes. 20,000 tons of asphalt was placed utilizing
a Weiler Transfer Vehicle and a Pave Smart grade
control system to maintain elevations on 25’
stations. The project was delivered in July 2020.

Significant Contributors to the success of the
project include: AB Underground, Coughlin Com-
pany, Airfield Western, Ground Engineering, Pro-
line West, and WesTest. The airport judges flew
into the airport for the inspection and commented
“Overall appearance was excellent, no sign of
grinding or patching on the runway. The surface
was smooth and tight and we didn’t see any
transverse joints on the runway. Ride quality
was excellent.”

Leadville / Lake County Airport Runway 16-34

CATEGORY - Plant Production Greater than 50K to less than 100K

Winner: APC Construction Co.
of Golden.

In 2002, CDOT began to monitor
the quality of plant-produced
asphalt paving mix from each
supplier to their construction
program. The goal with this effort
was to identify and acknowledge
the asphalt producer who most
consistently meets their specifi-
cation requirements. There are
two categories for this award. All
Asphalt Paving Materials (Both
Hot Mix, Warm Mix Asphalt and
Stone Matrix Asphalt) are in-
cluded in the Quality in Asphalt
Production Awards.

The small category is for con-
tractors who produced between
50,000 and 100,000 tons of as-
phalt for CDOT projects in 2020.
10 producers were evaluated in
the 50,000 to 100,000 tons
category. The winner, APC
Construction Co. of Golden with
90,000 tons of asphalt tested.

CDOT Plant Production Award
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Plant Production Greater than 100K

Winner: APC Southern Con-
struction Company of Golden.

In 2002, CDOT began to monitor
the quality of plant-produced as-
phalt paving mix from each sup-
plier to their construction
program. The goal with this effort
was to identify and acknowledge
the asphalt producer who most
consistently meets their specifi-
cation requirements. There are
two categories for this award.
All Asphalt Paving Materials
(Both Hot Mix, Warm Mix Asphalt
and Stone Matrix Asphalt) are
included in the Quality in Asphalt
Production Awards.

The large category is for contrac-
tors who produced over 100,000
tons of asphalt for CDOT proj-
ects in 2020. Seven producers
were evaluated in the over
100,000 tons category. The win-
ner, APC Southern Construction
Company of Golden, with
110,000 tons of asphalt tested.

CDOT Plant Production Award

CATEGORY - City Street or New Construction

Winner: Coulson Excavating and
Larimer County

This $5.3M project included
improving and widening 1.7
miles of CR 17 along with adding
a center turn lane and paved
shoulders. 22,000 tons of as-
phalt was placed, including a
leveling coarse and overlay. The
project required that one lane
of traffic be maintained in each
direction at all times. The final
top lift of pavement was placed
by echelon paving when widths
exceeded more than one paver
could perform. Through careful
planning, communication and
execution, Coulson was able
to deliver the project in 130
working days, 50 days ahead
of schedule.

The project received near perfect
scores for ride quality and the
judges noted “overall nice longi-
tudinal joints, this is a really nice
project, well done.”

Taft Ave. Widening (CR 17)
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Urban Highway Resurfacing

Winner: Brannan Sand & Gravel and CDOT
Region 1

This $3.7M resurfacing project included
placement of over 10,000 tons of fiber rein-
forced SMA. The project included a 2,000
ton test section of reinforced SMA as part
of an ongoing CDOT research study. In order
to comply with traffic restrictions, milling and
paving was performed at night. The team
had to comply with additional noise controls
from the City and County of Denver and
COVID safety protocols, but the team
adapted and delivered the project on sched-
ule. Public information and outreach was
a major part of the success of this project.

Additional project support was provided by
Alpha Milling Company, Circuit Media, Rocky
Mountain Traffic Control and RoadSafe
Striping and the project would not have
run as smoothly without their contributions.

The judges rated the project very high in
Complexity & Difficulty commenting “Very
high traffic and many access points made
this project difficult and complex to control,
well done.”

SH 83 (Mississippi to Colorado)

CATEGORY - Urban Highway New or Reconstruction

Winner: Brannan Sand & Gravel and
Douglas County

This $3.7M resurfacing project included
placement of over 10,000 tons of fiber
reinforced SMA. The project included a 2,000
ton test section of reinforced SMA as part of
an ongoing CDOT research study. In order to
comply with traffic restrictions, milling and
paving was performed at night. The team
had to comply with additional noise controls
from the City and County of Denver and
COVID safety protocols, but the team
adapted and delivered the project on sched-
ule. Public information and outreach was
a major part of the success of this project.

Additional project support was provided by
Alpha Milling Company, Circuit Media, Rocky
Mountain Traffic Control and RoadSafe
Striping and the project would not have run
as smoothly without their contributions.

The judges rated the project very high in
Complexity & Difficulty commenting “Very
high traffic and many access points made
this project difficult and complex to control,
well done.”

Douglas County Southern Connector
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Smoothness Category I

Winner: Four Corners Materials, a CRH
Company of Bayfield-US160 Wolf Creek Pass

CDOT recognizes the smoothest paving project
in each of their four categories based on the
roadway profile using MRI data and specification
requirements. All paving projects in Colorado
are considered for the award and recognizes
the partnership between the contractor and
the CDOT Regional personnel. Smoothness
Category I is for Urban Reconstruction with or
without curb and gutter and one-layer overlays
over an intermediate treatment.

The winning project is US 160 Wolf Creek
Pass completed by Four Corners Materials
of Bayfield, Colorado. Owner CDOT Region 5.
Of note, Four Corners Materials has won this
CDOT Smoothness category award for five of
the last six years.

This $6.3M project consisted of placing 10 miles
of 1” ST leveling course followed by a 1.5” SX
surface course. 36,000 tons of material was
placed through a narrow canyon on the
approach to the summit of Wolf Creek Pass,
including overlay of select portions of existing
concrete.

US 160 Wolf Creek Pass

CATEGORY - City Street Resurfacing

Winner: Martin Marietta and the
City of Greeley

This is CAPA’s most competitive
category with 15 nominations
this year.

This $6.3M project consisted of
placing over 80,000 tons of mix
as part of the City of Greeley’s
2020 Resurfacing Program. The
scope of work included 2” mill
and overlay across the city and
the project was completed in
141 working days (39 days
ahead of schedule).

The judges rated the project
perfect to near perfect scores in
all categories and commented
“Such a beautiful project, this is
extreme quality work. The joints
were nearly non-existent. One of
the best projects we’ve seen this
season.”

City of Greeley Overlay Program

16 | THE ROAD AHEAD



WWW.CO-ASPHALT.COM

2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Smoothness Category III

Winner: Martin Marietta of Ft.
Collins, CDOT Region 4 – US 34 Ft.
Morgan to Brush

CDOT recognizes the smoothest
paving project in each of their four
categories based on the roadway
profile using MRI data and specifi-
cation requirements. All paving proj-
ects in Colorado are considered for
the award and recognizes the part-
nership between the contractor and
the CDOT Regional personnel.
Smoothness Category III is for only
one layer of pavement being placed
without an intermediate treatment.

The winning project is US 34 Ft.
Morgan to Brush completed by
Martin Marietta of Ft. Collins. This
$5.5M project consisted of full width
milling to mitigate large cracks,
placement of a 1” reflective crack
interlayer and then 2.5” overlay.
Over 36,000 tons of mix and high
AC content RCI was placed during
the 51-day contract with work com-
pleted in July 2020.

US 34 Ft. Morgan to Brush

CATEGORY - Surface Treatment

Winner: A-1 Chip Seal and the
City of Ft. Collins

This $1M project included place-
ment of capeseals, chipseals
and slurry seals across select
streets and cal-de-sacs within
the City of Fort Collins. Contract
time was 90 days, but A-1 Chip
Seal completed the work in just
35 days. Critical Path scheduling
has always been the driving
element of this project. A-1
completed all the critical compo-
nents of the project within a
condensed timetable producing
a quality product without
significant community impact.

The Judges awarded com-
mented that “tie-ins at the inter-
sections and all of the driveways
were done really…overall, very
nice looking project.”

City of Ft. Collins Surface Treatment Program
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Rural Highway Resurfacing

Winner: SIMON and CDOT
Region 4

This $3.5M project consisted
of a 2” mill and 4” overlay for
7 miles of SH 6. Over 31,000
tons of asphalt was placed
over 56 work days and com-
pleted in August 2020. Addi-
tional project support was
provided by Westest (materi-
als and testing) and Don
Kehn Construction (milling).

The Award Judges awarded
near perfect scores in ride
quality and segregation and
commented “The project
rode really nice and consis-
tent. Longitudinal joints were
nice, tight and straight, great
looking project.”

SH 6 Merino to Atwood

CATEGORY - Smoothness Pavement Category II

Winner: SIMON of Cheyenne, Wyoming –
SH 14 New Raymer, CDOT Region 4

CDOT recognizes the smoothest paving
project in each of their four categories
based on the roadway profile using MRI
data and specification requirements. All
paving projects in Colorado are considered
for the award and recognizes the partner-
ship between the contractor and the CDOT
Regional personnel. Smoothness Category
II is for new construction with or without
curb and gutter construction of more than
one layer.

The winning project is SH 14 New Raymer
in CDOT Region 4 completed by SIMON of
Cheyenne. This $5.5M project consisted of
full width milling to mitigate large cracks,
placement of a 1” reflective crack interlayer
and then 2.5” overlay. Over 36,000 tons of
mix and high AC content RCI was placed
during the 51-day contract with work
completed in July 2020. This project was
managed from the CDOT Region 4 Sterling
Residency and was an innovative approach
for the region’s surface treatment program.

SH 14 New Raymer West
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Project Innovation

Winner: SIMON and CDOT
Region 4

This $5.5M project consisted of
full width milling to mitigate large
cracks, placement of a 1” reflec-
tive crack interlayer and then
2.5” overlay. Over 36,000 tons
of mix and high AC content RCI
was placed during the 51-day
contract with work completed
in July 2020. This project was
managed from the CDOT Region
4 Sterling Residency and was
an innovative approach for the
region’s surface treatment
program.

The judges commented “Really
clean looking project with nice
tie-ins. For the length of the
project, there were minimal
grinds and the transverse joints
were super smooth.”

SH 14 New Raymer West

CATEGORY - Commercial Parking Lot

Winner: Aggregate Industries
and Tetonic Management Group

The focus of this $1.4M project
included asphalt paving of a new
public entry road, automobile
parking lot, aircraft parking ramp,
and taxiway aprons at the Rocky
Mountain Airport. 10,000 tons
of asphalt was placed using
Pave-Smart technology and
the project was delivered in
July 2020.

The judge’s commented “the air-
craft, parking and taxi zone look
great and the longitudinal joints
are clean. This was an overall
very nice project.”

Sheltair Aviation Phase 2
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

CATEGORY - Urban In-Place Recycling

Winner: Cutler Repaving and the
City of Thornton

This is the second year that Cutler
Repaving and the City of Thornton
have won this same award together.

The City of Thornton’s heater
repaving program included edge
milling followed by heater repaving
(recycling the top 1” of existing
asphalt and adding an 1.25” overlay
of new asphalt.) This $1.3M paving
operation was accomplished in a
single pass, within a single lane
closure. The project was completed
ahead of schedule in 28 of the 38
contract days.

The judges commented “Overall
very impressive results with this
process in a busy urban environ-
ment.”

Additional project contributors
included: Alpha Milling, Chacon’s
Transport and Brannan Sand &
Gravel

City of Thornton Hot In-Place Recycling Program

CATEGORY - Smoothness Category IV

Winner: Kilgore Companies LLC, dba
Elam Construction of Grand Junction –
SH 131 Oak Creek Canyon,
CDOT Region 3

CDOT recognizes the smoothest paving
project in each of their four smoothness
categories based on the roadway profile
using MRI data and specification require-
ments. All paving projects in Colorado are
considered for the award and recognizes
the partnership between the contractor
and the CDOT Regional personnel.
Smoothness Category IV is for roadway
improvement where smoothness must be
improved or maintained without incentive
payment. This is the second year in a row
that Elam Construction has won this
CDOT Smoothness Category IV award.

The winning project is SH 131 Oak Creek
Canyon completed by Elam Construction
of Grand Junction, Colorado. Owner
CDOT Region 3. This $1.4M project con-
sisted of placing 3.8 miles of 1.5” overlay,
guardrail replacement, shouldering and
traffic control in Routt County. 6,000 tons
of resurfacing material was placed.

SH 131 Oak Creek Canyon



The “Best in Colorado” Award Judge teams spent many hours and
traveled many miles to drive and fly around the State to look at the
58 roadway and commercial parking lot projects and the three
Airport projects which were nominated for the 2020 “Best in
Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards.

The awards program has two unique judging teams, the streets
team, and the airport team. The airport team was created a few
years ago to specifically evaluate airport projects due to their
uniqueness from street and highway paving. We had two excellent
teams of judges this year with each one serving as a volunteer
and donating their time to our program. We present each of
them with a plaque.

Streets Judging Team:
Brian “BK” Knight, Jefferson County – Lead Judge
Tammy Buck, Yeh and Associates
Bruce Barbarick, Barbarick and Associates,
Dan DeLange, Boulder County Road and Bridge
Matt Matuszwski, City of Littleton
Ralph Mason, City of Cherry Hills Village
Jason Trojan, CDOT Asphalt Pavement Program
Jay Goldbaum, Rocksol Consulting Group
Damian Leyba, CDOT Region 3

Airport Judging Team:
Scott Storie, CDOT Division of Aeronautics
Jake Hoban, Garver
Arlando Gilbert, RS & H
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2020 “Best in Colorado” Asphalt Pavement Awards

We Thank Our Award Judges

The 300 Club is to recognize those
projects that achieve scores over
300 but were in a very competitive
category and another project scored
above them and was awarded “The
Best in Colorado” for that category.
Scoring 300 in this program is equiva-
lent to hitting over 300 in baseball or
rushing for 1000 yards in football, or
a triple double in basketball.

This section is to recognize these
projects for a superior project and a
job well done. Congratulations to each
of the 300 Club Projects for 2020!
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Asphalt pavement work is one of
the most challenging professions
in the construction industry. Many
people say it's more of an art than
a science, which may be accurate
considering the amount of chore-

ography that is required to make it all work. From the refinery and quarry
to the asphalt plant, trucking, laydown, traffic control, QA & QC labs, and
techs, to field inspectors, every piece of the puzzle must fit perfectly in
order to be successful.

Many in the asphalt business say that it is risky and that's probably be-
cause when something does go wrong, it is rarely inexpensive. One
slight miscalculation, a missed step in the process, or unforeseen issues
have the potential to cause huge ripple effects in the entire operation.
Whether these are human errors, equipment breakdowns, or inclement
weather, they almost always affect production, quality, and schedule.
Asphalt work is seasonal and temperature sensitive, therefore, there is
always a push to “make hay while the sun shines”. Combine this inherent
“Push” with a high production rate where plants are typically producing
up to 4,000 TN per day and highway paving covering up to four lane
miles per day, there is little room for error. In addition, our paving crews
are often in a new location every week and sometimes every day. When
you put all of that together we can all agree that yes, it is a risky business
and maybe that is what inspires and motivates us all.

The President’s Safety Perspective: Protecting Our Asphalt Workers

However, the biggest risk we face, is the potential of getting someone
hurt. Our people are our biggest asset, and we must protect them at any
cost. The hazards our folks face every day are huge especially when you
consider the fast-paced operations, continually changing environments,
working in and around specialized equipment as well as working near
live traffic. We are constantly moving and don’t have much time to plan
our work effectively. As an industry, we must remain diligent in how we
plan our work, identifying best practices and improving workplace safety
for our people.

In 2021, here at CAPA, we plan to emphasize safety in the workplace by
implementing several initiatives including forming a safety council, part-
nering with ATSSA, and providing awareness, and mitigating hazards to
ensure nobody gets hurt. There be more to come on this very important
aspect of our business. Let me know if you have any ideas training, and
tools for our members to use in their daily efforts. Our focus will be on
sharing best practices that will assist our members in recognizing will
to build on what we are planning to do!

Mike McDonald
CAPA Board President
Asphalt Program Manager Kiewit infrastructure Co.,
Centennial, CO
mikemcdonald@kiewit.com
(303) 979-9339
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Tom Clayton, CAPAʼs Director of
Training and Member Services
recently had the opportunity to sit
down and have a conversation with
Michael Stanford, CDOTʼs Asphalt
Pavement Program Manager at the
North Holly Facilities in Denver.
Michael gave us a look at his position
at CDOT, His career and bit of insight
about who he is outside of CDOT.

TC – When you were younger, and back in High School, what
subjects did you excel in?

MS – Honestly, Gym class. I was always active, and gym came to
me fairly easily. For core subjects, the sciences, especially
physics.

TC – When you were younger, what did you see as your dream job?
MS – Law Enforcement/ Police officer!

TC - Why didn’t you go after that as a career?
MS - I did go after it. I at one time, was employed by the Adams

county Sheriff’s Department as a corrections officer at the jail
in Brighton for a short period of time. At the same time, I was
attending college at CU Denver studying psychology. I went for
three years and then took some time off while my wife at the
time finished her degree. When she completed her degree,
I returned and changed my major to Engineering and had to
start completely over. I had to take a heavy load of math and
sciences as I had not done any advanced math or sciences
in High School.

TC – What did you do for summer work before you got you
engineering Degree?

MS – I worked part time in an auto parts warehouse.

TC – You received your degree late in your twenties. How did
you get started in this industry?

MS - In the summer between my Junior and Senior years of college
I received an internship with RTD doing bus shelters and park
and ride lot improvements. I stayed at RTD for about a year
and half before I landed a position at CDOT. I started in region
six. I did construction management in the beginning for about

five years. Then transferred headquarters to the audit department,
then estimates for a couple of years. I then transferred to Region 1
working on the I-25 corridors. I then moved into the Materials and
Geotechnical branch and worked in staff concrete before taking
the Asphalt Program.

TC – Your background at CDOT has been wide, do you think this
has helped you in your career?

MS - Yes, especially working audits, It made me see the importance
of having the paperwork properly submitted and completed.

TC – Who has been your biggest influence in where you are today?
MS- I think there is plenty of credit to be passed around. I would

have to say may parents have really mentored me and showed
me the right path in life. I have had may good mentors in all of
my positions. One person I really think about is Cory Grandroot.
I worked with Cory at RTD and he hired me and set me up
professionally and showed me how to deal with people and
projects. He taught me to look at every project as if it was
going to be at my house and would it be acceptable for me.

TC – Now you are in the mentor role with ten people working directly
for you. How do you mentor the workers in your department?

MS – I try to lead by example. I have an open-door policy. I like
talking to the staff when ever they need to sit and visit. It is
important to be able to share with them not only work-related
issues, but anything they need to talk about. We all work to
live but most of us do not live to work. When new persons
come in I like to get younger people who I can mentor and mold.
I like that they not only see me as a supervisor but and a friend.

TC – Where do you see yourself in ten years?
MS – Hopefully retired! I look forward to being able to enjoy life

during the week and be home on weekends. I want to focus
on family and fun. I spend as much time as I can now in my
camper, on my boat, skiing, hunting or just enjoying time with
my wife, kids, and grand-daughter.

TC – What are your fun things to do?
MS – I like wood working along with all my other activities. I like to

be with my wife, travel and enjoy the great outdoors. I am
an accomplished mechanic. I feel as though I can fix all
my vehicles. I like home improvement projects.

CDOT Materials and Geotechnical Branch:
A Visit With the Asphalt Pavement Program Manager

Michael Stanford
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INDUSTRY NEWS

The Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association is continuing our
efforts to increase safety awareness for the industry. CAPA has
a Safety Council which meets in the Spring and Fall each year.
The purpose of these meetings in for idea sharing and to
discuss in the Spring, what challenges are coming in the next
Paving/Construction season and the Fall session is designed
to look back at the Paving/Construction season which was
completed or in the process of being completed.

Some of the efforts we currently have planned for the CAPA
Safety Council are the meeting on March 19, 2021 at 9:00am.
A webinar featuring Captain Larry Oletski from the Colorado
State Patrol and Shawn Severin the ATSSA, Rocky Mountain
Chapter President on August 12, 2021 at 11:30am.

CAPA Is now a proud member of Rocky Mountain Chapter of
ATSSA (The American Traffic Safety Services Administration).
We will be working closely with the Rocky Mountain Chapter,
President Shawn Severin from Loveland Barricade to coordinate
efforts in increasing site and worker safety.

This Council is open to all CAPA Members who are responsible
for or interested in the worker and worksite safety. The current
Safety Council chairperson is Mitch Ellington from Kiewit Infra-
structure (mitch.ellingson@kiewit.com).

If you would like to join this group send your contact information
to Tom Clayton, CAPA Director of Training and Member Services,
(tomclayton@co-asphalt.com) or 303-902-2439.

CAPA - Safety First!

www.watchfor.us

CAPA - SAFETY Council Plans Spring Meeting

The CAPA Safety Council held the most recent meeting with Chair, Mitch Ellingson from Kiewit Infrastructure and
Tom Clayton, on Friday March 19, 2021. Items discussed included issues and concerns from the 2020 construction
season and looking ahead for the upcoming 2021 construction season. The CAPA Safety council is scheduled to meet
each Spring and Fall. This group is open to all safety officers or others interested in site, worker, and overall safety
in our industry.

On the same day, The Rocky Mountain Regional meeting of ATSSA was held. It was a virtual meeting. The ATSSA Rocky
Mountain Chapter has quarterly meetings and discusses issues concerning traffic safety, site safety and worker safety.

If you are not familiar with ATSSA, we would encourage you to research the group to see what a great resource they are
for all things Safety.

CAPA Is a member of ATSSA, and their current regional President is Shawn Severin from Loveland Barricade.

You could reach out to Shawn or Jennifer Hedge who is the local liaison for ATSSA. Jennifer can help you with
membership information or how to join ATSSA and see if it a good fit for your organization.
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